
By Harvey Low 



JGSDF BRIEF HISTORY 
 

 1945:  Japan accepts the Potsdam Declaration. The Imperial Japanese 
Army and Imperial Japanese Navy are dismantled. 
 

 1946: Douglas MacArthur insists that Japan have NO military that could be used to 
settle international disputes. The Japanese Constitution in 1946, Article 9 states 
"the Japanese people forever renounce war as a sovereign right of the nation and 
the threat or use of force as means of settling international disputes." But intent 
eventually allows for creation of military forces in Japan for self-defense purposes 
only. 
 

 1954:  The National Security Force was reorganized as the Japan Ground Self-
Defense Force (Army), the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (Navy) and the Japan 
Air Self-Defense Force (Air Force). That year the actual strength of the Ground, 
Maritime and Air Self-Defense Forces reached 150,000 armed mainly with U.S. 
World War II vintage equipment.   
 

 1960:  Under the terms of the “Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security 
between the United States and Japan”, the United States stations forces in Japan to 
deal with possible external aggression against Japan, while Japanese forces would 
deal with internal threats and natural disasters.  
 

 
 

 
 

 



JGSDF BRIEF HISTORY 
 

 1970’s: The Japan Ground Self-Defense Force expands due to threat from Soviet 
Union. 
 

 2004: Special Operations Group formed with the mandate under the JGSDF as 
its Counter-terrorist unit.  
 

 2004 – 2006:    Japanese Government sends troops overseas to assist in Iraq war. 
 

 2015:  JSDF trains with the American forces. Japan activates its first marine unit 
since World War II on April 7, 2018. 
 

 2018: British troops of the Honourable Artillery Company exercises together for the 
first time with Japanese GSDF soldiers. This also marks the first time in history that 
foreign soldiers other than Americans exercised on Japanese soil. 
 

 2021: The JMSDF and JASDF as well as a U.S. Army train together in the largest 
GSDF exercises since after the Cold War 
 

 2023: Citing regional threats from China, North Korea, and Russia, Japan unveils 
major overhaul of defense system including $320 billion over the next 5 years.  
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FUJI AH-1S “COBRA” 

 
Serving with JGSDF Anti-Tank Units, 92 x AH-1S were built with 
provision for 8 TOW missiles and with Ichihara engines. These are 
being slowly replaced by the AH-64DJP Apache. 













 

Toyota High Mobility Vehicle 
 

Based on the Hummer design, but is an indigenous unique design.  
It is Toyota’s largest 4WD, designed for military use 

as infantry transport, a light prime mover for heavy mortars, and 
mobile Surface-to-air missiles. Max speed is 105 km/h. 













 

Komatsu LAV 

 
Produced in 2002. Currently used exclusively by the Japan Self-
Defense Force, it has seen use in the Iraq War. Crew of 4 + 1 
gunner. Top speed is 100 km/h. 









 

Komatsu Type 96 APC 
 

Entered service with in 1996. This vehicle complements the 
existing fleet of tracked Type 73 Armored Personnel 
Carriers already in service. Slowly being replaced as of 2022 with 
newer model. 



















 

Mitsubishi Type 90 MBT 

 
Entered service in 1990, to replace the Type 61 and to supplement 
the then current fleet of Type 74 tanks. It is to be succeeded by 
the Type 10 tank. 







 

Mitsubishi Type 10 MBT 
 

Entered service in 2012. Compared with other currently-serving 
main battle tanks in the JGSDF, the Type 10 has been equipped 
with enhancements in its capability to respond to anti-tank 
warfare and other contingencies. It replaced the aging Type 74. 









































 

Mitsubishi Type 74, 105mm SPH 

 
Entering service in 1974, it carries 30 rounds on board. It is 

amphibious when using the erectable flotation screen stowed 
around the periphery of the upper hull.  All were retired in 1999.  



















 

Mitsubishi Type 74 MBT 
 

Replaced the Type 61. Same class as the US M60 Patton or German Leopard 1. 
Like these designs, it mounts a rifled 105 mm gun. The design did not enter 
widespread use until 1980, by which point other Western forces had introduced 
more capable designs. It was followed by the heavier Type 90. Both the Type 74 
and Type 90 will all be eventually replaced by the new-generation Type 10 tank. 

























 

Mitsubishi Type 75, 155mm SPH 

 
Entering service in 1999, it was gradually replaced by the Type 99 
155 mm self-propelled howitzer. All were retired in 1999.  





















 

Mitsubishi Type 87, AA Gun 
 

This Japanese air defense weapon is built around the Oerlikon 35mm 
twin cannon system as used on the Gepard self-propelled anti-aircraft 

gun. The system uses a modified Type 74 tank chassis. It is also 
nicknamed by field officers as "Guntank" after the similar-looking mecha 

in the Mobile Suit Gundam series. 





















 

Mitsubishi Type 89 IFV 

 
Entered service in 1989. The main armament of the vehicle is 

an Oerlikon 35 millimeter cannon. 

















 

Type 94 Beach Minelayer 

 
Entered service in 1990, to replace the Type 61 and to supplement 

the then current fleet of Type 74 tanks. It is to be succeeded by 
the Type 10 tank. 
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