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BRISTOL BLENHEIM  
IN THE PACIFIC 



·!ǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ WŀǇŀƴ ƎǊŜǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀŎƛŦƛŎΣ w!C ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴǎ ƛƴ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ŦŀǊ Ŝŀǎǘ 
colonies began modernizing. 

· In late 1939, three Indian bomber units (No.11 sqn, 39, and 60) were re-
ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ .ƭŜƴƘŜƛƳ aƪΦLΩǎΦ   

·Two Blenheim squadrons (34 and 62) moved from the UK to Singapore, with 
another joining from India (27 sqn), and yet another from middle east (113). 

·When the war started on Dec 8, 1941, four Blenheim squadrons were in the 
direct path of the Japanese advance in Malaya towards Singapore. 

·Blenheim's fought gallantly against the Japanese onslaught. For ex., No.62 Sqn 
Leader Arthur Stewart King Scarf won the VC in defense of Malaya on the 
second day of the war, after an attack on a Japanese airfield.  

·wŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜ Řŀȅǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻǎǘΦ {ŎŀǊŦΩǎ ±/ όƭƛƪŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ {Ǝǘ-
Maj Osborn at HK) not awarded until 1946!   

·The .ƭŜƴƘŜƛƳΩǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊ Ŝŀǎǘ ǿŜǊŜ Mk.I, Mk.IF, and Mk.IVs.    

·As the British retreated, they destroyed as many Blenheim aircraft as they 
could ς but not all. 

·RŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ .ƭŜƴƘŜƛƳΩǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ .ǳǊƳŀΦ  

·The last in the far east were retired in March 1945. 

 

 
 

 

























JAPANESE  
SPOILS OF WAR 







ü Rare Photo: In 1945, Indonesian rebels 
salvaged a Bristol Blenheim Mk.IV that had 
been abandoned by the RAF in Java in 1942, 
then captured.  

ü[ƻƻƪ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅΧ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ƛǎ ŦƛǘǘŜŘ with two 
Japanese Sakae engines (ha-115?) and 
Japanese Propellers and hubs (Ki-46?)! 



THE PHOTO 



 

·The Bristol Blenheim is well known to World War Two aviation 
enthusiasts, but what about one in Japanese livery?  

 

·This model is based on a single black and white photo found in the 
National Archives of the Netherlands.  

 

·The photo is of the aircraft graveyard at Semarang Java in August 
1947. A close-up clearly shows the remains of at least three Bristol 
Blenheim aircraft in Japanese Army Air Force markings! 

 

·What we know about this aircraft is only from this single photo. 

 

 
 

 



NETHERLANDS ARCHIVES: 
Series: Airports (Banjoemas, Semarang) 

Access #2.24.04.03 
Part #11837 



Close-up #1 
Close-up #2 Close-up #3 



 

·Two ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜ .ƭŜƴƘŜƛƳ L±ΩǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ 
άǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘέ όΚύΣ ŀǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦƻǳǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎƛŘŜ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ 
windows (odd given the structural internals of the Blenheim would not 
easily suit such passenger use).  

 

·The Blenheim in the centre of the photo appears to be a Blenheim Mk.1 
which is the subject of this model ς painted to what it might have looked 
like shortly after being captured by the Japanese in 1941/42.  

 

·The background of this machine or the others in the photo are unknown, 
ōǳǘ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ άw!Cέ .ƭŜƴƘŜƛƳΩǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Malayan campaign (note there were no Dutch or Australian use of 
.ƭŜƴƘŜƛƳΩǎύΦ  

 

·This archive photo shows that these captured aircraft were simply dumped 
at this graveyard after World War 2. Verbal testimonials and rare photos 
indicate ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ .ƭŜƴƘŜƛƳΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ Ŧƭƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфпр LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀƴ ²ŀǊ ƻŦ 
Independence.  

 

 
 

 



Close-up #1 



Mk.IV Japanese Transport??? 
Sentai tail marking? 

Close-up #2 



Close-up #3 



THE MODEL 
















