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PURPOSE OF THIS GUIDE 

This ñguideò is a quick resource designed to provide key information to scale 
modellers on creating an accurate model of the A6M2, especially given 

Eduardôs brand new 1/48 A6M2 released in late 2021! With the wide breadth 
of information on the ñZeroò, this guide will only focus on this specific variant.   

 

   



Quick Review ï  
Eduard 1/48 A6M2 

V Now the most accurate 1/48 A6M2 on the market! 

V The only suggestions are as follows: 

a) add to cockpit: wiring/hydraulics, rudder cables, and seat 

bungee cord  

b) some optional after-market replacement parts (next page)... 

 
 



Wanna spend more money? 
Optional After-Market: 

or  

A6M2 Stencils  are 
offered by Eduard 
on their website, 
BUT ARE 
INCLUDED  IN THE 
EDUARD KIT!  



WAIT THEREôS MORE! 
Optional After-Market: 

Eduard  



A6M2 Development &  
Early Operations 

A6M2 Mark 1 Type 1 (i.e. later referred to as Model 
11 ).   Illustrates extreme rear of cockpit canopy with 
larger glass transparency.   Up to aircraft No. 46.    
 

Famous Airplanes of the World #55 (Nov.1995)  



A6M2 Development &  
Early Operations 

Squadron Signal #59 ï A6M Zero in Action  



A6M2 Development &  
Early Operations 

A6M2 Model 21 early production (note external mass balance on aileron.   Kasumigaura 
Kokutai   ◌ -  103.   c. 1943.   Anti -glare panel on upper decking of cowling and forward 
fuselage only.   Overall light gray/green.   Wing leading edge deep orange/yellow IFF 
stripe.  

 
 
 

Famous Airplanes of the World #55 (Nov.1995)  



A6M2 Development &  
Early Operations 

Good illustration of exhaust outlet pipe along cowl flaps 
at rear of engine cowling placed slightly higher, opening 
above upper surface of wing.   Up to aircraft No. 
36.   Thereafter, exhaust outlet moved to bottom of cowl 
flaps below wing lower surface.  
 
 



A6M2 Development &  
Early Operations 

Opening along wing leading edge for 20 mm cannon is square in 
shape.   Later changed to circular.   Sept. 28, 1940 south China.      
 
 
 



A6M2 Development &  
Early Operations 

12th Kokutai A6M2 Model 11 in China.   c. Summer -  Fall 1941.   3-
183.   Note difference in shade of overall finish forward of fuselage 
hinomaru (darker) and aft (lighter ).  Theories : 1) lack of paint 
stocks; and 2) partial tarp cover results in bleaching of exposed 
areas. Jury is still out!  
 
 
 
 



A6M2 Development &  
Early Operations 

Tarp -covered Zeros of 3 rd  Kokutai 1942 (top) and  
14 th  Kokutai Saigon (right)  
Result of the two - tone colour perhaps?  
 
Posts from  
 Ronnie Olsthoorn & Voytek  (Woody) Kubacki   
 



A6M2 Development &  
Early Operations 

12th Kokutai China. May 26, 1941.  
 
 
 
 



A6M2 Development &  
Early Operations 

Kill markings on 12th Kokutai a/c.   3 -112 c/n 807.   c. 1941.   Lt. 
Suzuki Minoru.  
 
 
 
 



A6M2 Development &  
Early Operations 

Good illustration of folding wingtips on A6M2 Model 21  (Model 11 
did not have them) . 
 
 
 



A6M2 Development &  
Early Operations 

Ç iinstallation of loop antenna direction finder behind cockpit on 
Model 21  
 

Ç change of shape of cockpit air intake on leading edge of 
starboard wing sometime during early production run of Model 
21  
 

Ç reported installation of long barrel 20 mm Type 99 cannon on 
some late production A6M2  

 
 



Pearl Harbor through  
Early Guadalcanal 

CV Akagi.   AI -  156 and AI -  105.   A6M2 Model 21 early 
production.   December 1941.   Participated in Pearl Harbor 
attack.   Note external mass balances on ailerons.   A/c nos. 127 to 
326 had these external mass balances.   Of the Zeros that took 
part in Pearl Harbor attack, some had them, some did not.  
 
 
 
 
 

Squadron Signal #59 ï A6M Zero  



Pearl Harbor through  
Early Guadalcanal 

Kill markings.   3rd Kokutai   X -  183.   A6M2 Mark 1 Type 2 (later 
Model 21) c/n 5404.   Kendari, Celebes c. March 1942.   Flight Petty 
Officer 2/c Hashiguchi Yoshiro.  
 
 
 
 

Famous Airplanes of the World #55 (Nov.1995)  



Pearl Harbor through  
Early Guadalcanal 

CV Junyo A6M2 Model 21.   August 1942.   Note white surround to 
fuselage hinomaru despite overall light grey/green finish, 
characteristic of Nakajima A6M2 from around this period onward.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pearl Harbor through  
Early Guadalcanal 

CV Shokaku. A6M2 Model 21. EI -  111.   c. Battle of Santa 
Cruz   October 1942   Lt. Shingo Hideki.   
 
 
 
 
 



Spring 1943 

Adm . Yamamoto Isoroku sees off A6M2 Model 21 from 
Rabaul during Operation I -Go prob.   April 7, 1943.   Field 
applied green upper surface camouflage . 



Spring 1943 

A6M2 Model 21 of 582 Kokutai at Buin/Kahili, 
Bougainville.   Operation I -Go.   April 7, 1943.   Solid green 
uppersurface camouflage finish.  
 
 


